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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention, judging the signal is whether audio or not is indefinite since it 
is stated in the claim that the received signal is audio. The claims, in this office action, 
are addressed by treating the non audio signal as noise. Correction is required. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the second encoding method" in line 1 1 . There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a). the Invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in. a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-6 and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
the background of the application and particularly figure 5, depicting a conventional 
code conversion device. 

As to claim 1, the figure and the corresponding disclosure on page 2, explains a 
code conversion method for converting a code encoded according to a first method to a 
code encoded according to a second method, by first decoding the encoded data (1A), 
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then judging whether the audio is noise or not (5) and then encoding the audio data 
according to a second method (2A) where a second encoded data string is generated 
(4) (page 2, lines 22-28). 

As to claims 2-4, according to the conventional code converter disclosed at the 
background of the present application, header and frame type information determining 
the Input data are determined at the decoder, and transferred to the judging circuit while 
the payload is transferred to the second encode, for encoding In the second method 
based on the type of signal that is received by the judging circuit (Page 3, lines 1 0-1 5; 
Fig.5). 

Claims 5-6 and 9-14 are analogous to the claims above and are rejected for the 
foregoing reasons. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following Is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: claims 7-8 are allowable because the decoding device having audio decoding 
circuit and noise decoding circuit as recited in the claims are not described in the 
transcoder admitted at the background of the present application. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel D. Abebe whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7615. The examiner can normally be reached on monday-friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomriation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

* 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Daniel Abebe Primary Examiner A.U. 2626 
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